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Statements from: 

• Onondaga County Legislator Linda Ervin 
• Onondaga County Legislator Monica Williams 
• Onondaga County Legislator and Auditor Candidate Marty Masterpole 
• Syracuse Common Councilor Patrick Hogan 

 
From Linda Ervin 

I feel badly for the seniors who will be displaced if the center closes and pray there is a 
resolution that allows them to stay together. I visited the center last year and the seniors I met 
that day made it clear that they enjoyed their center and did not want to go anywhere else.  I do 
have a bit of a conflict of interest in this matter since I sit on the board of an agency that will be 
adversely affected by the closure, but that aside, I am passionate about senior issues and their 
quality of life. 
 
From Monica Williams 

Unfortunately I will not be able to attend,I have budget hearings today but I am very 
much in support of keeping the Ida Benderson Center open. 
 
From Marty Masterpole: 

I am writing to apologize that I can not make your press event but as you know I serve on 
the Onondaga County Legislature and I am currently at a Budget Review Session.  It is Ironic 
that we are discussing open and transparent Government while at the same time the Onondaga 
County Budget is being reviewed openly and it’s very transparent. While at the County 
Legislature and during my tenure on the Syracuse Common Council, we would go through the 
City and County Budgets line by line to see how funding levels are changing from year to year.  I 
was not at the City Parks Department Budget hearing this spring , and therefore I am not sure if 
funding for the Ida Benderson Center was discussed or not.  I’m told by Common Councilors 
that it was not.  Usually there would be an “introductory statement” from the Department Heads 
outlining the changes, apparently that didn’t happen either or we would not be in the situation 
that we are in right now.  

The one thing that I am certain about is that $10,000 dollars per month is too much 
money to pay for that space in Downtown Syracuse!  Government needs to find ways to be 
creative and become efficient.  Based upon the statements that I have read in the media, I believe 
that Mayor Miner is attempting to create such efficiency with her agreement with the Salvation 
Army.  I agree that it should have been a more open process. The reality is that the tax base as it 
currently stands can no longer support such a lease.  I look forward to hearing your thoughts and 
working with you so that the future “Benderson decisions” are made in an open and transparent 
setting. 



From Patrick Hogan: 
 
Dear Mayor Miner: 

I would like to take the opportunity to urge you once again to reconsider the closure of 
the Ida Benderson Senior Center at its current home on South Salina Street.  This has become an 
institution for the City’s seniors over the last 36 years.  It has served thousands looking for 
friendship, companionship, recreation, and many in need of, or escaping, isolation at a very 
susceptible time of their lives. Many of these seniors have lost those close to them and the only 
family they have, they have found at the center.   

It would simply be deplorable to push them down the road to save a few dollars.  We 
recognize that the City needs to take a hard look at its expenditures but this meager savings does 
not justify the displacement of some of our most vulnerable citizens.   

If this issue is truly about cost, I pledge my cooperation in identifying cuts to the budget 
or revenue sources that would finance the continued operation of the center.  We owe this much 
to our seniors. 
 


