
Dear Mayor Miner, 
 
I'm assuming you saw the letter I wrote to the Post Standard. However, in case you did not, I've 
reproduced it below. However, I have additional things to say to you about your decision to close 
the Ida Benderson Senior Center. 
 
My mother was a Democrat and a progressive. Her beliefs were based on the feminist yet 
philanthropic and inclusive values of such women as Eleanor Roosevelt. Long before Betty 
Friedan's The Feminine Mystique, Ida Benderson was quietly accomplishing civic tasks 
normally associated with males.  
 
In my opinion, Ida Benderson paved the way for people like you by encouraging local women to 
become involved politically in their community. She provided Syracuse women with an example 
of ways in which they could fulfill their potential as leaders or thinkers.  
 
Yes, my mother worked well into her 90s on behalf of the elderly. And to my ears, the term 
"social activism" often has an egotistical ring. The motivation for it usually has to do with 
membership in the group for which one is fighting. Thus, African-Americans are more apt to be 
involved in issues of racial equality; women are often more interested in feminism than men are, 
etc. But in the case of my mother's activism for senior citizens, this was not the case. Her efforts 
for the elderly began decades before she herself was old.  
 
It should also be pointed out that my mother received no financial remunerations for her many 
efforts. They were accomplished on principle. She hoped to change certain conditions in 
Syracuse, and she hoped those changes would be permanent.  
 
It is my opinion that the city has not honored the memory of my mother's accomplishments. How 
can a building in an area of the city whose real estate value has declined by several hundred 
percentages cost $10,000 a month? Why didn't anyone speak out about such an expense until 
now? Who made the original contract with the realtor? Was the rental agreement a leftover of the 
corrupt administration of Lee Alexander? If so, why wasn't it examined by the Mayor's office 
and city council in the years after Alexander's regime? Essentially, the story hints of being one of 
apathy and neglect, until a financial brick wall was reached and the simplest solution was also 
the most extreme. 
 
Closing the Ida Benderson Senior Center is no solution to rent gouging. Finding a less expensive 
downtown building or renegotiating with the current landlord is.  
 
There is another important issue that is perhaps being overlooked in this controversy over the 
Center because of the sensitivity associated with it. But I must mention it.  Based on the legacy 
of Ida Benderson, for whom the Center was named, it makes absolutely no sense from an ethical 
point of view to move its population to The Salvation Army. As you are well aware, The 
Salvation Army is a religious charity. The Ida Benderson Center was established as a non-
denominational organization. It is true that my mother also chose to work with organizations that 
had religious affiliations, and it is also true that their affiliations were not Christian. But the 
important thing is that she never mixed religion with politics, especially in the case of the 



elderly. Although I'm certain The Salvation Army has done a great deal for the community, I do 
not think it would be appropriate if my mother's name or the memory of her efforts for the 
elderly were associated with it. 
 
If you close the Ida Benderson Senior Center, you won't just be closing a building. You'll be 
erasing the legacy of a woman who gave selflessly to her community for more than 60 years. I 
urge you to reconsider. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bruce Benderson 


